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1. INTRODUCTION  

 

People have dreamed about the establishment of a new conservation area in the Cederberg 

that could offer valuable and much needed habitat for the endangered Cape Mountain Zebra.  

This has now become a reality with the signing of a memorandum of understanding and a 

constitution by six landowners (including CapeNature) to establish the Rooi Cederberg Karoo 

Park.  The current zebra population of 34 individuals from Mooiberg will be the core population 

that will, once the fences are dropped between the properties, be free to roam this 60 000 

hectare park – Eben Human, Die Beeld, 24th August 2010. 

The conservation vision of these landowners will indeed supply much needed habitat for the 

Cape Mountain Zebra. Very importantly though it will significantly contribute to the conservation 

of valuable biodiversity, cultural and historical assets within the Cederberg and within two of the 

global Biodiversity Hotspots. Large areas such as this that significantly contribute to national 

conservation targets are exceptionally important in retaining connectivity between different 

ecosystems, ensuring the perpetuation of ecosystem function and retaining the wilderness 

nature of the area. 

The geology of this wilderness is fissured with deep gorges that have been carved through 

ancient rock. As a true wilderness it has the silent spirit and rejuvenating energy of a space far 

removed from the clamour of our modern world with its overpowering and numbing assault on 

the senses. Modern humans increasingly are seeking solace in these silent spaces and the 

conservation vision of the Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park will be of benefit to all South Africans and 

many who will visit our shores from abroad.  

There is much that we can learn about ourselves by drawing from the fantastic diversity around 

us. The essence is well captured by the words of Nancy Newhall  “The Wilderness holds 

answers to questions man has not yet learned how to ask” and those of John Muir “Society 

speaks and all men listen, mountains speak and wise men listen.” 
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2.  PROPERTY INFORMATION 

 

There are seven landowners, including CapeNature that have signed the agreement to establish 

the Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park, it has an extent of 54 349 hectares.     

 

Name of Property Represented in the Constitution 

Vogelvallei, Cederberg Bosreserwe           Louis Melis 

Bakkrans, Mooiberg Johan van der Westhuizen 

Trekkloof (part).                                       Anton Kok 

Oude Kraal, Nieuwe Gift, Vaalkloof, Suurfontein, 

Matjeskloof 
Tony Kings 

Vyfhoek, Riffels (part), Matjesrivier (part),  Perdewater, 

Vaalvlei, Sandlaagte, Wildehondskloof. 
CapeNature / WWF  

Nieuwe Rust  Steven & Louise Windell 

Kruis, Taaiboschkraal, Kuisrivier, Rooimuis, 

Hooggelegen, Nieuwe Gift.  

Jannie Nieuwoudt and Steven & 

Louise Windell 

Vogelfontein 

(part).                                                                 
Jannie Nieuwoudt 
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3.   WHERE IS THE PARK LOCATED? 

 

The Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park is situated approximately 250 km north east of Cape Town it is 

located on the eastern escarpment of the renowned Cederberg Wilderness which is part of the 

Cape Floristic Region World Heritage Site.  For generations the locals have called the area Rooi 

Cederberg a name that stems from the characteristic red rusted surfaces of the sandstone cliffs.   

 

Map 1 : Locality of the Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park 
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The “boundaries” of the Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park can be roughly defined as the area of land 

north of the Brandkraal River, south of Wupperthal, west of the Doring River and east of the Op-

die-Berg – Wupperthal access road.   

The park, although only accessible by prior arrangement can be reached from Op-die-Berg 

(north of Ceres) from the R303 in the south, or from the N7 via the Algeria/Cederberge turnoff to 

the east or to the south via the settlement of Wupperthal which is reached by turning off the N7 

at Clanwiliam and following the R364 to Calvinia.  Road conditions vary in tune with the seasons 

and in keeping with the low impact management philosophy that is central to the conservation 

vision for the area. Mostly the park is only accessible with a 4x4 vehicle along narrow gravel 

tracks. 

 

4.   A MEDITERRANEAN CLIMATE  

 

In common with the weather patterns of the Western Cape, the area is characterised by a 

typical Mediterranean climate for the central parts (mild, wet winters and warm to hot summers), 

but with increasing aridity along a west to east gradient as one moves into the Succulent Karoo 

in the direction of the Doring River.  The region as a whole is characterised by a very steep 

west-east rainfall gradient that results from the mountainous topography and in particular the 

mountain massive of the Cederberg.  

From sea level the Cederberg Mountains rise up to the ramparts of Sneeuberg at (2 028 m), 

Sneeukop (1 932 m), Tafelberg (1 971 m) and Groot Krakadouw (1 737 m). Along the Atlantic 

Coast a mere 80 km away rainfall is at its lowest and averages 100 mm pa, this increases to 

400 mm pa along the western slopes of the Olifantsberg and rises to its maximum average of  

700 mm in the central Cederberg.  However some ravines within the mountain chain may 

receive in excess of 1 270 mm pa. Precipitation rapidly declines from the central Cederberg 

westward in the direction of the Tanqua Karoo which averages <100 mm where in the rain 

shadow of the Cederberg rainfall is sporadic and highly variable between 225 and 750 mm per 

annum.   

Summers are dry and hot with temperatures that may reach upwards of 40oC. The heat of late 

summer is associated with the occurrence of majestic thunderstorms between the months of 

November and December.  
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For the most part though winter is the rainfall season and temperatures may drop well below 

freezing point. Light snow falls regularly on the higher peaks during this season. Most of the rain 

falls between May and September as cold fronts from the south brush across the Western 

Cape.   In spring to early summer and in autumn to early winter the days are balmy with 

temperatures in the mid 20oC. Spring is characterised by abundant spring flowers, primarily 

daisies that carpet the landscape in a kaleidoscope of colour.  

 

5.    GEOLOGY  

 

The mountain ranges of the Cederberg consist almost entirely from sedimentary rock of the 

Table Mountain Group (TMG).  The TMG contains four distinct formations the Peninsula, 

Nardouw, Cederberg and Pakhuis formations and are visible in areas like Bakkrans and 

sections of the Matjierivier Nature Reserve.  In the eastern sections of the Rooi Cederberg 

Karoo Park, the TMG “plunges” beneath Bokkeveld Group shales, Witteberg Group sandstones 

and quartzites, and sediments of the Karoo Supergroup (chiefly Dwyka and Ecca Formations). 

The characteristic sloping and “stepped” landscape of the mountain chains east of the Op-die-

Berg - Wuppertal road result from alternating bands of shale and sandstones in the Bokkeveld 

Group. 

 

6.    EARLY HISTORY  

 

Over millennia the Khoisan lived it these this valleys, along the river beds and in the mountains 

leaving a legacy of rock art that is “the largest open air gallery in the world” and “one of the 

richest areas for rock art in southern Africa and indeed the world, as measured by the number of 

paintings per square kilometre” (Parkington 2003). These paintings are of great antiquity, the 

first traditional use of pigments and paints appear to date back to 100 000 years ago in the 

Cape, while it is estimated that the paintings in the Cederberg vary in age from 3000 – 200 

years old. The Khoi were pastoralists who grazed their flocks in the coastal Strandveld in winter 

and migrated east beyond the mountains for the summer months.  
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Depicted in these paintings are the historic game that roamed the area such as Elephant and 

Eland. The presence of these magnificent animals is recorded in the annals of the early explorer 

Jan Dunckeart who came across 200 – 300 elephant along the main river that flows to the west 

of the area, a river that is still known as the Olifants River. Many place names convey the 

presence of wildlife some of which, in particular the larger ungulates, have since become locally 

extinct due to hunting and other transformative impacts by the colonists.  Examples include 

Wildehondskloof, Leeuvlak se Kloof and Tierhoksberg.  

The first written account of the Cederberg Mountains dates from 1488 when Bartholomeus Dias 

saw them from the Atlantic Ocean and named them the “Sierra dos Reis” (the mountains of the 

three wise men of the East) (Van Rooyen and Steyn 2004). The name Cederberg is derived 

from the Clanwilliam Ceder Tree (Widdringtonia cedarbergensis) a relic species from a time 

when a colder climate predominated. 

Excavations have shown that sheep were present in the area some 2000 years ago while cattle 

first made their appearance 500 years later (Parkington 2003) but European settlers only 

became established stock farmers in the eighteenth century. Over time, primarily due to 

ignorance and poor advice from the agricultural extension services these areas became 

severely overstocked and consequently overgrazed. In 1876 a forester was appointed to 

oversee Crown Land in the mountains. This was possibly the first attempt at conservation in the 

Cederberg. 

By 1995 livestock farming had ground to a halt and more and more properties were sold to 

those concerned with the conservation of the area and to conservation authorities. This shift in 

landuse was the inception phase of a new era for the Rooi Cederberg an era that would 

increasingly develop a conservation mindedness and management philosophy of restoration 

and the reinstatement of wilderness.   

Some of the management highlights of this new era include: 

• The removal of the Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra (Equus zebra hartmannae) and the 

reintroduction of a meta-population of the endangered Cape Mountain Zebra, a species 

unique to South Africa’s mountain country.  

• The restoration of historical buildings, roads and waterways that were undertaken to 

conserve the cultural & historical heritage of the Rooi Cederberg.  
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• As an ecologically functional landscape the area provides an opportunity to collect sound 

baseline information for the management of the environment and various research 

studies were initiated focussing on aspects of biodiversity, the cultural heritage and the 

unique rock art of the region.   

The benefit of the changes in the central management philosophy are evident today in this 

wilderness of wide open spaces which are free of the conformity and regularity so characteristic 

of mainstream human development. 

 

7.    ONE OF THE BEST OPEN AIR ART GALLERIES IN THE WORLD  

 

The heritage of the Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park extends back to pre-history to a paint and 

pigment tradition of the Khoi and San peoples. The historical presence of the Khoisan artists are 

mirrored on our topographical maps today in place names - Krakadouw (stony pass) or Tanqua 

(place of the San) and Matzikamma (place of water). 

The open air rock art gallery is one of the finest in the world and has the highest density per 

square kilometre of any site on the planet. Currently more than 2500 painted caves and shelters 

dating back between 1000-10 000 years have been discovered. They are a rich source of 

information on the animals that once roamed the region from colossal elephant and rhino to 

buffalo, eland, hartebeest, zebra’s and baboons. There are numerous paintings depicting 

human figures and in archaeological circles the meaning of these paintings is hotly debated. 

The great age of these artworks means that some have been exposed to detrimental impacts 

from wind, sun and weather and have consequently deteriorated.  Human impacts are a key 

threat and special protection and conservation measures must be in place to assure their 

persistence. An ongoing survey in the Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park has already revealed 

examples of the finest artwork to be found. 
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8.    BIODIVERSITY MAKES THIS PARK UNIQUE 

 

Biodiversity is a relatively new, technical term for nature. Biodiversity encompasses the diversity 

of all living things (such as plants, animals, insects and micro-organisms), their habitats, and the 

processes and interactions by which they are sustained and which allow them to persist over 

time (Maree & Vromans 2010). 

The definition above however refers to two aspects of the natural world that is all around us. 

Firstly it refers to the way in which different parts or components are arranged. For example 

shrubland and forest patches or where populations of a certain species of animal, plant or 

fungus is to be found. This aspect of biodiversity is referred to as biodiversity “pattern”. However 

secondly it refers to inter-species interactions and species interactions with their environment in 

order to disperse and survive, these interactions are termed “ecological process”. These include 

the large scale interactions such as the reasons why certain species occur where they do as a 

result of the climate, soil types and condition, rainfall, the process of weathering fertile soils from  

geological formations etc. to highly localised small scale interactions such as those between, 

parasites and their hosts,  pollinators and flowering plants or predators and prey species.  

At a smaller scale yet is the discovery of the role of genetic material in determining inheritance 

of adaptive characteristics between generations of a given specie in order to survive and ever 

changing world. The more bio-diverse, the more unique genetic material species populations 

have to choose from. The more choices, the more potential options available to the living parts 

of the environment to adapt to change and survive as a successful species – think of it as “life 

taking out insurance on life itself”. 

The conservation of biodiversity (and ensuring that the system functions normally) depends on 

guaranteeing that natural systems and pristine natural environments such as those found in the 

Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park are physically connected over large enough landscapes to ensure 

the preservation of biodiversity pattern and ecological process.  
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8.1 A Biodiversity Hotspot 

If ever their was one thing unique about the Western Cape, then this is it… the Cape Floristic 

Region (CFR), a Floral Kingdom on our doorstep. As a whole the floristic region is regarded as 

an international biodiversity hotspot. We can feel both tremendously fortunate that it has been 

classified as one but in equal measure concerned. On the up side we live in one of the most 

biodiverse environments on the planet. The hotspot classification results from the fact that the 

floristic region has >1,500 species of vascular plants (> 0.5 percent of the world’s total) that are 

found nowhere else in the world, and worryingly it also has the distinction of having lost >70 

percent of the original habitat (Hotspot definition from Conservation International website). The 

CFR is the smallest floristic region in the world, occupying only 0.1% of the world’s land surface 

area. The Rooi Cederberg Extends into another very diverse system the Succulent Karoo (SK) 

which is an arid system that has the highest levels of diversity for any arid ecosystem in the 

world. It is unique as it is the only arid system of the 25 globally that is regarded as a hotspot. 

The Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park spans the divide between the CFR and the SK and this makes 

it very unique indeed.  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

   

Map 2 : Biomes of South Africa 
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8.2 Vegetation types 

The area encompassed by the Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park is characterised by its significant 

diversity in geological formations and strong rainfall gradients as described. This area spans the 

ecotone (transitional area that shares characteristics of both biomes) between the Fynbos and 

Succulent Karoo Biomes. There is a large turnover of species between these two biomes, for 

example the property Zuurfontein has a species turnover of 33% when compared to the 

Matjiesrivier Nature Reserve (Low et al 2004). Botanical studies indicate that about 616 species 

occur in the area with 12 species appearing on the Red Data List.   

The Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park has three distinct Vegetation types within its borders, 

Cederberg Sandstone Fynbos, Swartruggens Quartzite Fynbos and Agter Cederberg 

Shrubland.  

 

 

  

                   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Map 3 : Vegetation types of the Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park 
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(i) Cederberg Sandstone Fynbos extends south from the Doring River from the 

Nardouwsberge through the Cederberg Mountains and terminate on the Skurweberge.  Typical 

landscape features are the gentle east or north facing sloping tableland and the considerably 

steeper west facing slopes. Both however are very rugged and dominated by rocky outcrops 

with gulley’s and flats of deep sands.  The vegetation is characterised by closed restio lands on 

deeper moister sands, sparse scrubs that become more dominant and denser supplanting the 

Restionaceae in the drier areas.  Structurally it is asteraceous, restioid and proteoid fynbos.  

The soils of this vegetation type are primarily derived from the Table Mountain Group.  The 

rainfall is between 180-600 mm with a mean of 395 mm per annum.   Average daily minimum 

and maximum temperatures vary between 4 - 28.5◦C with between 3 and 30 frost days per year. 

The vegetation type supports a broad range of important taxa including small trees, Protea 

nitida, P.repens, P.glabara, Leucadendron pubescens, L. Rubrum, low shrubs such as Cliffortia 

ruscifolia, Diosma acmaeophylla, Erica maximiliani and  Succulent Shrubs  Crassaula dejecta, 

Othonna parviflora, herbs Centella recticarpa, Lebeckia longpipes.   

 

(ii) Swartruggens Quartzite Fynbos extends west from the Cederberg and from the Tra-

Traberge north of Wupperthal along the high plateau through the Vaalheuningberg, Klipbokberg, 

Matjiesrivier, Blinkberg and continues on south to Karoopoort. The vegetation type is found at 

altitudes between 800-1800m. This vegetation type is found on mountains with alternating broad 

ridges and plains. The vegetation is characterised by the presence of restio’s and erica’s with 

taller emergent protea’s. This is a particularly diverse Fynbos that in drier lower areas is 

replaced by Karoo shrubland and succulents. The boundary between the Fynbos and karoo is 

marked by the thinning of the restio’s to a point where the succulents become the dominant 

vegetation type. The soils of this vegetation type are primarily derived from the Witteberg group. 

It is a sub-arid vegetation type receiving between 200-620 mm per year with peak rainfall 

occurring in May to August. Average daily minimum and maximum temperatures vary between 

2.7-27.9◦C with between 10 and 20 frost days per year. 

The vegetation type supports a broad range of important taxa including the tall shrubs Phylica 

buxifolia, Dodonea viscose, Leucadendron pubescens and Protea larifolia, lower shrubs such as 

Elytropappus rhinocerotis, Erica maxmiliani, Agatosma squamosa, Eriocephalus africanus and 

Leucadendron brunioides. The succulent shrubland is characterised by Othonna coronopifolia. 

Geophytes such as Romulea sphaerocarpa, succulent herbs such as Stapelia arenosa and 
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numerous restios including Willdenowia incurvata and Thamnochortus schlechteri are also 

characteristic. 

Importantly there are a number of endemic taxa that are restricted to this vegetation type these 

include Amphiglossa susannae, Nenax elsiae, Oedera epaleacea, O. foveolata, Phylica 

pausiflora, Vexatorella amoena, Esterhuysenia mucronata, Ruschia littlewoodii, Phylopodium 

viscidissimum, Moraea fuscomontana and Romulea lilacina. 

 

(iii) Agter Cederberg Shrubland (ACS) extents from Botterkloof, Biedouw and Tra-Tra 

mountains near Wupperthal in a southerly direction. It is a vegetation type squeezed between 

the Skurweberge in the west and the Swartruggens in the east.   ACS is a very poorly studied 

vegetation type promising new taxonomic surprises.  The vegetation type is found at an altitude 

between 220-1320m.  The geology and soils associated with Agter Cederberg Shrubland 

consist of dark grey siltstones and shale with intercalated mudstones and sandstones of the 

Devonian Ceres and Biedouw Subgroups (Bokkeveld Group) and quartzite sandstones of the 

Witteberg Group and Nardouw Subgroup (Table Mountain Group). It falls within a winter rainfall 

regime with the most of the rain falling between June – August and averaging 250mm pa.  The 

average temperature is 170C and the incidence of frost is relatively low. 

The vegetation type supports a broad range of important taxa including the succulent shrubs 

Aridaria noctiflora, Euphorbia burmanii, tall shrubs Wiborgia obcordata and Rhus incise, Low 

shrubs Asparagus stipulaceus, Eriocephalus africanus, woody climber Microloma sagittatum, 

Herbs such as Felicia bergeriana and succulent herbs Psilocaulon junceam and Graminoids 

Tribolium pusillum.    
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8.3 Fauna   

Fynbos grows on nutrient poor soils and does not support a sufficient mass of food to support 

large herds of grazing animals. This however is not true of the karoo areas which historically 

supported vast migratory herds of antelope, Springbuck in particular.   

The mammal diversity however is impressive with numerous smaller species having been 

recorded in the region, these include Chacma Baboon (Papio ursinus), Gemsbok (Oryx 

Gazella), Springbuck (Antidorcas marsupialis), Grey Rhebuck (Pelea capreolus), Klipspringer 

(Oreotragus oreotragus), Duiker (Sylvicapra grimmia), Steenbuck (Rhaphicerus campestri), 

Grysbok (Raphicerus melanotis), Aardvark (Orycteropus afer), Rock Dassie (Procavia 

capensis), Cape Golden Mole (Chrysochloris asiatica), Egyptian Free-tailed Bat (Tadarida 

aegyptiaca), Schreibers Long-fingered Bat (Miniopterus schreibersii), Temminck’s Hairy Bat 

(Myotis tricolour), Long-tailed Serotine Bat (Eptesicus hottentotus), Melck’s Serotine Bat 

(Eptesicus melckorum), Cape Serotine Bat (Eptesicus capensis), Common Slit-faced Bat 

(Nycteris thebaica), Geoffroy’s Horseshoe Bat (Rhinolophus clivvosus), Cape Horseshoe Bat 

(Rhinolophus capensis), Cape Hare (Lepus capensis), Scrub Hare (Lepus saxatilis), Smiths 

Red Rock Rabbit (Pronolagus rupestris), Cape Dune Molerat (Bathyergus suillus), Common 

Molerat (Cryptomys hottentotus), Cape Molerat (Georychus capensis), Cape Porcupine (Hystrix 

africaeaustralis), Brant’s Whistling Rat (Parotomys brantsii), Suanders’ Vlei Rat (Otomys 

saundersiae), Vlei rat (otomys irrorattus), Karoo Bush Rat (Otomys unisulcatus), Striped Mouse 

(Rhabdomys pumilio), Cape Rock Elephant Shrew (Elephantulus edwardii), Round-eared 

Elephant Shrew (Macroscelides proboscideus), Spectacled Dormouse (Graphiurus ocularis), 

Short tailed Gerbil (Desmodillus auricularis), Hairy-footed Gerbil (Gerbillurus paeba), Cape 

Gerbil (Tatera afra), Cape Spiny Mouse (Acomys subspinosus) and Verreaux’s Mouse 

(Praomys verreauxii), Reddish Grey Musk Shrew (Crocidura cyanea), Huse Mouse (Mus 

musculus), Pygmy Mouse (Mus minutoides), Namaqua Rock Mouse (Aethomys namaquensis), 

House Rat (Rattus rattus), White-tailed Mouse (Mystromys albicaudatus), Large-eared Mouse 

(Malacothrix typical), Grey Climbing Mouse (Dendromus melanotis). 

Smaller predators that have been recorded in the area include Aardwolf (Proteles cristatus), 

African Wild Cat (Felis lybica), Caracal (Felis caracal), Bat-eared Fox (Otocyon megalotis), 

Cape Fox (Vulpes chama), Black-backed Jackal (Cais mesomelas), Honey Badger (Mellivora 

capensis), Striped Polecat (Ictonyx striatus), Small Spotted Genet (Genetta genetta), Large 

Spotted Genet (Genetta tigrina), Suricate (Suricata suricata), Yellow Mongoose (Cynictis 

penicillata) and Small Grey Mongoose (Galerella pulverulenta). 
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The Cape Mountain Leopard (Panthera pardus) and the Cape Mountain Zebra (Equus zebra 

zebra) are unquestionably the two iconic species for the area.      

8.3.1 The Cape Mountain Leopard (Panthera pardus)  

The sub-population of Cape Mountain Leopard, Panthera pardus, in the area is a population 

that has been genetically isolated from other leopard populations for long enough to develop 

unique characteristics. Their uniqueness means that they require specific management as a 

sub-population. 

Prey species numbers are very low in Fynbos systems and as such these large predators 

require vast areas of suitable habitat if they are to survive and reproduce. The fragmentation of 

habitat has caused significant declines in population numbers with research undertaken by the 

Cape Leopard Trust showing that only 25 animals remain in over 3000 km2. The area of the 

Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park ensures that this vast landscape remains ecologically functional 

and able to sustain an important population of these animals. 

8.3.2 The Cape Mountain Zebra (Equus zebra zebra) 

The Cape Mountain Zebra is the smallest of the zebras and the most localized species.  Its 

broad black stripes do not meet under the belly as in the Plains Zebra giving this species a 

white stomach. It is more heavily 

built than the Hartmann's zebra, 

has a larger dewlap on the throat 

and longer ears. This species very 

nearly went extinct due to 

overhunting and by 1922 only 400 

were still alive within their entire 

distribution.  They were locally 

extinct until a meta-population was 

successfully re-established on 

Bakkrans & Mooiberg, this 

population is steadily growing.  

           Copyright Bakkrans Nature Reserve, Red Cederberg 
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8.4 Birds  

While Fynbos is not known for its diversity of birds it is known for the endemics that occur within 

it. These include the pollinators associated with protea’s and erica’s the Cape Sugarbird 

(Promerops cafer), Orange-breasted Sunbird (Nectarinia violacea) and others such as the Cape 

Rock Jumper (Chaetops frenatus) associated with the bolder strewn slopes, Cape Siskin 

(Serinus tottus), Protea Canary (Serinus leucopterus) and Victorin’s Warbler (Bradypterus 

victorini).   

The more succulent karroid areas are regarded as Important Bird Area SA 101 and support 

quite narrowly endemic species such as the Cinnamon Breasted Warbler (Euryptila 

subcinnamomea) and others such as the, the Fairy Flycatcher (Stenostira scita), South African 

Shelduck (Tadorna cana) (a South African endemic), the Rufous-eared Warbler (Malcorus 

pectoralis), the rare Tractrac Chat (Cercomela tractrac) and the Karoo Prinia (Prinia 

hypoxantha).   

Because of the ecotone species from both the Fynbos and Succulent Biomes is found in the 

Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park.  
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9. WHY IS THE PARK IMPORTANT TO CONSERVE? 

 

9.1 The Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park 

The park spans the properties of seven landowners and is approximately 55 000 ha’s in extent. 

Recently a constitution was drawn up for the park and these landowners which include 

CapeNature are now signatory to the constitution.  

The park is important for the following reasons: 

• It is a global biodiversity hotspot that is part of both the Cape Floristic region and the 

Succulent Karoo. 

• It forms part of the Cederberg's central corridor and is a very important link between the 

Matjiesriver Nature Reserve and the intended link to the Tankwa Karoo National Park. 

The combined area under conservation for all of these areas combined would run into 

hundreds of thousands of hectares;  

• It is an area representative of South Africa's biological diversity and its natural 

landscapes such as river corridors, lowlands – and  mountainous areas; 

 

• Has been identified as a historically important mammal corridor and home to the 

endangered Cape Leopard and Cape Mountain Zebra, as well as various fish-, bird-, 

reptile- and insect species and  

 

• It needs to be preserved due to its ecological integrity and biological diversity; 

 

The vision for the Park is to create a conservation area able to conserve and sustain the  

ecological systems present within its borders. It also aims to preserve the heritage and culture 

of the sub-region, generate benefit for all stakeholders, help meet social and environmental 

requirements, and encourage community lifestyles compatible with the vision of environmental 

sustainability. 

The long term the vision is one where properties become borderless and all internal fencing is 

removed to provide a large expanse for a viable population of Cape Mountain Zebra.   
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9.2 The Greater Cederberg Biodiversity Corridor (GCBC)  

The GCBC is a conservation partnership of global importance with the vision to attain the 

following… “ from Karoo to Coast, we in the Greater Cederberg Biodiversity Corridor shares a 

common purpose for biodiversity conservation through sustainable utilisation of its unique living 

landscape”. 

 

Map 4 : The Greater Cederberg Biodiversity Corridor (GCBC), with the Rooi Cederberg Karoo 

Park as an integral part of the Cederberg Core Corridor. 
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Among the many strategic directions of this large landscape scale conservation initiative it aims 

to create continuous corridors of natural habitat to counteract the fragmentation of ecosystems 

and to provide migratory routes for all life forms from the West Coast to the Cederberg 

mountains of the interior, and beyond the mountains to the Succulent Karoo. Such linkages 

would be critical in providing a more resilient ecosystem capable of adapting to the changes that 

will be wrought by our changing climate. The project works actively in a number of key core 

corridors known as the Sandveld Core Corridor, Groot Winterhoek Core Corridor and the 

Cederberg Core Corridor. 

The Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park will make a massive contribution to this vision of linked 

landscapes.  

 

10. SOME LAST THOUGHTS 

 

The CFR is characterised by a globally significant diversity of plants. The area to be conserved 

through the establishment of the Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park is therefore nothing short of a 

conservation area of global significance and area that can truthfully still be called a wilderness.  

With the establishment of the Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park a desire to ensure the conservation of 

60 000 ha’s it becomes possible to achieve the aim of a functional ecological system where life 

in all its forms moves in an unimpeded manner across the landscape from roaming herds of 

Cape Mountain Zebra and patrolling leopards to the smallest of insects pollinating flowers and 

bacteria and fungi engaged in recycling nutrients. The vastness of this landscape, if well 

managed, will ensure that the wilderness character is never lost. The aim is not to create an 

exclusive conservation area, but to allow people to visit. Visitors however will need to respect 

their surrounds and limit there impact to clearly identified areas, integrating their activities to a 

degree where impacts are minimised.  

The rich cultural heritage which dates back a hundred thousand years from the initial 

emergence of a paint and ochre culture through to the heritage of the largest open air art gallery 

in the world to the settlement of the early European settlers are all represented within the Rooi 

Cederberg Karoo Park.  

If we are to truly learn from wilderness we as a human population must emerge with the 

understanding that we are an integral and dependent partner in a bio-diverse web of life. If we 
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as a society are to be fondly remembered lets heed the wisdom of an old Greek proverb “A 

society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they know they shall never sit in.” It 

is this philosophical departure point from mainstream consumerism that will leave the most 

profound legacy to our descendants.  

The birth of the Rooi Cederberg Karoo Park and the individuals who conceived of it will never be 

forgotten for the reinstatement of wilderness and the wisdom to recognise that wilderness 

transcends the immediate in the same way that a great poem elevates the mind above the grind 

of daily existence. As we forge our way into an unknown future let us embrace diversity and 

inclusivity and live not apart but as a part of our world.  
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